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Youth-Serving Organizations in Silicon Valley and throughout California
to benefit from PropelNext California Partnership
Sobrato Family Foundation joins the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation,
the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, the Weingart Foundation in Los Angeles,
and New York’s Edna McConnell Clark Foundation in this unique funding partnership
Cupertino, California www.Sobrato.org

PropelNext, an initiative of the Edna McConnell Clark Foundation [EMCF], helps leading nonprofits gain the mastery
to collect, use, and apply data for ongoing improvement and learning. EMCF first launched PropelNext in 2012 with
a national cohort of 13 grantees (in 10 states). For its second cohort, the initiative is taking a regional approach,
selecting 12-16 California youth-serving nonprofits that are eager to transform their passion for helping
disadvantaged youth into data-driven insights and practices that will help them deliver even stronger results.
PropelNext grantees are high-potential youth development organizations that change the life trajectory of foster
youth, youth in the juvenile justice system, and others disengaged from school and employment. The initiative offers
these grantees an integrated program that couples unrestricted funding (up to $400,000 per organization) with an
equal investment in expert coaching, group learning sessions, and a peer learning community over three years so
they can enhance their program models, implement strong performance management systems, and develop
organizational cultures that practice ongoing learning and evaluation.
As a result, these nonprofits will be able to set strategic priorities informed by data and improved decision-making,
measure and track performance and impact, and use evidence to increase support for their work. In the end, the
foundations involved in funding the partnership believe the life prospects of disadvantaged youth in California will
be improved by smarter, stronger organizations.
“Committed to a thriving nonprofit sector—and to ensuring Silicon Valley is a place of opportunity for all—the
Sobrato Family Foundation is proud to partner in this collaborative,” stated Mara Williams Low, Program Director at
the Sobrato Family Foundation. “PropelNext’s first, national cohort is proving deeply effective, and this second,
regional approach in California is something we’re excited to support. We know that these investments will
strengthen organizations, and lead to greater outcomes for the youth in our region.”
“We are happy to be part of this initiative for several reasons, including the fact that PropelNext will help focus
national attention and resources in Silicon Valley, “ said Rick Williams, Sobrato Family Foundation CEO. “Compared
to neighboring counties, here in the Valley we have fewer youth-serving organizations serving a larger population of
youth in need—and doing it with far fewer philanthropic dollars. Calling attention to the situation, while launching
organizations to the next phase of impact, will help create real and lasting change for Silicon Valley families.”
The PropelNext California Partnership focuses on nonprofits operating in 15 counties in the San Francisco Bay Area
and Southern California. “The Hewlett, Packard, Sobrato, and Weingart foundations are deeply committed to
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supporting organizations in their communities,” stated Lissette Rodriguez, managing director of PropelNext, “so we
are excited to partner with them and focus on our next group of grantees in California.” All five foundations share a
desire and commitment to communicate learnings from this new partnership, and will publish the results of a formal
evaluation.
The process for selecting the California grantees began in November 2014, when the five foundations solicited
referrals for prospective grantees through their local and national networks. In January 2015, PropelNext will invite
approximately 100 nonprofit organizations to apply, with final selections made by July 2015 and grants awarded
soon thereafter.
For more information about PropelNext, please visit www.propelnext.org. For questions about the grants
competition, please contact dscaturro@emcf.org.

About the Sobrato Family Foundation
The Sobrato Family is committed to building a strong and vibrant Silicon Valley community through business and
philanthropic leadership. By promoting access to high-quality education, career pathways, and essential human
services, the Sobrato Family Foundation seeks to make Silicon Valley a place of opportunity for all its residents. To
support these efforts, SFF is a place-based grantmaker that invests exclusively in nonprofits serving those most in
need in Santa Clara, San Mateo and Southern Alameda counties. The Foundation’s portfolio utilizes both cash and
real estate to achieve maximum impact, providing multi-year cash grants for general operating support, strategic and
responsive program grants, and in-kind office and meeting space at its three nonprofit centers located in Redwood
Shores, San Jose and Milpitas. Sobrato Philanthropies programs include Healthy People & Places, 21st Century
Education, Thriving Nonprofit Sector, and Philanthropy Engagement. Sobratos’ cumulative community investments
total $263M since 1996.
For more information, visit
http://www.sobrato.com/cumulative-giving/ and http://www.sobrato.com/sobrato-philanthropies/overview/
or contact Rick Williams, CEO: 408/446-0700
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